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IIEPORT 

FOE THE YEAE ENDING DECEMBEE 81, 1849. 



The Committee of the Kilkenny Archaeological Society, in laying their 
first Eeport before the members, cannot refrain from congratulating 
them on the progress which the Society has made since its establishment 
in the month of February last. When on the 19th of that month 
some friends to the cause of Archaeology met in a private room, and 
determined to solicit the united co-operation of all classes and creeds in 
an effort to "preserve, examine, and illustrate all ancient monuments 
of the history, customs, and arts of our ancestors ;" they scarcely dared 
to hope for the ample measure of success which has attended their 
appeal. At no very distant period it was the fashion to laugh down the 
study of Archaeology as something totally useless, if not foolish and ridi- 
culous. But a change, and a most auspicious one, has been gradually 
gaining ground ; of this the Committee cannot adduce a stronger proof 
than that afforded by a perusal of the Hst of the members of the Kil- 
kenny Archaeological Society. All ranks, classes, and creeds will there 
be found united as on common and neutral ground ; harmony and 
good feeling have been the uniform characteristics of its meetings, and 
the papers read on such occasions, the information elicited, and the 
objects of antiquity exhibited, appear to have excited an interest which 
has extended beyond the immediate locality of the Society. 

The Society owes its warmest thanks to the Corporation of Kilkenny, 
for the kind and hberal spirit in which its views have been met by that 
body. To the Local Press also the Society is much indebted for the 
success which it has enjoyed. The courtesy and attention evinced by 
the gentlemen who edit both the local papers, and the ample space 
which they have uniformly devoted to the proceedings of the Society, 
have been mainly conducive to the position which it at present occupies, 
and deserve the warmest thanks of the members. 

In accordance with a vote of the Society, five-hundred copies of its 
constitution and rules have been printed and widely circulated in our 
county and city. This has occasioned some expenditure for printing 
and postage, but has been productive of a large increase of members. 

Although the number of members does not amount to that originally 
fixed on as sufficient to warrant the publication of the Society's trans- 



actions ; yet the Committee would recommend that step to be taken. 
They conceive it to be one well calculated to advance the interests of the 
Society, and promote the objects which it has in view. They would 
also recommend that the queries relative to topographical information, 
laid before a recent meeting, together with the report and accounts of 
the Society, and a list of the^ members, should be appended to the 
transactions : also, that five hundred copies of the queries should be 
struck off separately, and circulated as widely as possible in the 
locality. 

With regard to the proposed formation of a Museum and Library, 
the Committee have to report that some curious archseological remains, 
and several valuable books, have already been contributed thereto, and 
they trust that many objects of antiquity, at present uselessly laid by 
in the cabinets of private individuals, will gradually be placed in a 
repository, where, by being open to inspection, they may serve to foster 
public taste, and promote the study of, archaeology. 

The Society having made such favourable progress during the first 
year of its existence, the Committee trust its future career will be 
marked by continued success ; and that the more its objects become 
known, the more general will be the support given to it. The Com- 
mittee ground this hope on the conviction that an enlightened appre- 
ciation of the pursuits which the Society was formed to advance, is 
becoming more general every day ; and that educated persons now feel 
ashamed of the apathy and narrow-minded indifference heretofore 
exhibited in this matter. The learned Camden in the preface to his 
great historical work, in forcible though quaint language remarks : — 
" Some there are which wholly contemne and avile this study of 
antiquity as a back-looking curiosity ; whose authority, as I do not 
utterly vilefie, so I doe not overprise or admire their judgement. 
Neither am I destitute of reasons whereby I might approve this my 
purpose to well-bred and well-meaning men, which tender the glory of 
their native country : and, moreover, could give them to understand 
that in the studies of antiquity (which is alwaies accompanied with 
dignity, and hath a certaine resemblance with eternity) there is a sweet 
food of the mind well befitting such as are of honest and noble dis- 
position. If any there be which are desirous to be strangers in their 
owne soile, and forrainers in their owne city, they may so continue, 
and therein flatter themselves ; for such I have not written these lines, 
nor taken these paines." So, if there be any modern " contemners" 
of antiquity, we may assert that for them we have not taken these 
pains ; stich may for our parts so cmitinue, and therein flatter them- 
selves.^ Yet it is not a little gratifying to reflect that the success of 
this Society has proved there are not many amongst us who are 
" desirous to be strangers in their own soil, and forrainers in their 
owne city." 



